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Burundi Gabon 
sa ? P Zairian, Congolese Leaders Arrive 10 Mar 
Opposition Party Says Bagaza Back in Bujumbura = 48/0952 Libreville Africa No | in French 


AB102246 Paris AFP in French 1739 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] Brussels, 10 Mar (AFP)—The Burundian opposi- 
tion movement Palipehutu (Party for the Liberation of 
the Hutu People) claimed today in a communique pub- 
lished in Brussels that the former Burundian president, 
Mr Jean- Baptiste Bagaza, last week returned to Bujum- 
bura, where he was put in prison. Mr Bagaza, who was 
overthrown in a coup d’etat in September 1987, has been 
in Uganda since his departure from Brussels on 12 
February, after an expulsion order was issued on him by 
the Belgian authorities. 


The Palipehutu, which claims to represent the Hutu 
ethnic group, did not give further details on the present 
situation of the former president, but it accused the 
country’s new authorities (who belong to the Tutsi ethnic 
group) of continuing a policy of “persecution” of the 
Hutus, a policy which Mr Bagaza carried out. Arrests 
followed the wave of releases in the aftermath of the 
coup d’etat and one of the people detained died in prison 
after being tortured, the Palipehutu stated. 


Cameroon 


Biya Receives CEEAC O‘ficial, Mobutu Message 
AB101212 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
0530 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] President Paul Biya yesterday received Professor 
Lunda Balulu, secretary general of the Economic Com- 
munity of Central African States, (CEEAC]. After half an 
hour of talks with the head of state, Prof Lunda Balulu 
told reporters that he was charged with a special mission 
by Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, current chairman of the 
CEEAC, to his Cameroonian counterpart. Although he 
did not disclose the reason for his visit, Lunda Balulu 
spoke about the type of relations the CEEAC maintains 
with other subregional organizations. Here is the 
CEEAC secretary general talking to Serge Ngado Ndole: 


[Begin recording] We maintain excellent relations, first 
with organizations in Central Africa, namely the Eco- 
nomic Community of Countries of the Great Lakes 
[CEPGL] and the UDEAC [Customs Union of Central 
African States]. For instance, last October there was a 
consultative meeting among heads of these organizations 
to examine together how we could implemert projects 
under various sectors submitted to the United National 
Development Program. And whenever the CEEAC, the 
youngest of these intergovernmental organizations, has 
some projects to study, we first consult the CEPGL and 
the UDEAC to learn what has been done already and 
how we at the CEEAC can use it for the benefit of 
member countries of the CEEAC which comprises all 
countries of Central Africa. [end recording] 


1830 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Gabon is in a festive mood, for the 20th 
anniversary of the creation of the Gabonese Democratic 
Party will be celebrated on Saturday [12 March]. [pas- 
sage Omitted] Militants went in their numbers this after- 
noon to the Leor. Mba International Airport to welcome 
the first heads of state and delegations who will be 
sharing these happy moments with the Gabonese people. 
President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire and Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso of Congo arrived in Libreville this afternoon. 


[passage omitted] 
Sao Tome & Principe 


Opposition Leader Outlines Coup Attempt 
AB110649 Paris AFP in French 2306 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] Lisbon, 10 Mar (AFP)—The aim of the mission 
ofthe commandos, who were overpowered on Tuesday [9 
March] by Sao Tome security forces after they had 
landed in the capital, was to take over the presidential 
palace, Quintiliano Amado, secretary general of the 
National Resistance Front of Sao Tome and Principe 
(FRNSTP), said in Lisbon on Thursday. In a telephone 
call to the Portuguese news agency LUSA, Mr Amado 
added that this action, led by a dissident of his group, 
Afonso dos Santos, was also aimed at “drawing the 
attention of Western countries to the situation created in 
the country by the government.” 


Mr Amado stated that the commandos, who were 
dropped at dawn in groups of six on several beaches of 
the capital, wanted to reach the presidential palace, not 
far from the police headdquarters, to “overthrow the 
regime.” Armed with light weapons “bought in a Euro- 
pean country,” they entered the city where gunfire 
ensued. Two members of the commando group were shot 
dead, including Antonio da Cunha Matos, “Toni.” With 
the exception of two members who are still being sought 
on the island, all the others have been captured, he 
added. 


According to Mr Amado, the operation started on 25 
February 1988. Forty opposition members coming from 
Cameroon and also led by Afonso dos Santos arrived off 
the coast of Sao Tome. Six members led by Orlando Vera 
Cruz “Zorro” then went on a reconnaissance mission 
and assaulted some fishermen on the shore, and were 
later identified as members of the FRNSTP. The author- 
ities, informed about the failure of this first mission, 
then mobilized all their security forces and reinforced 
the Sao Jose base, the airport, and the Filipina and Sao 
Miguel bases where radars and anti-aircraft weapons are 
concentrated, he added. Mr Amado said he does not 
know where Afonso dos Santos obtained money to 
mount this operation. Afonso dos Santos, as well as 
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Orlando Vera Cruz, Sabina Cunha Matos, Indice Costa, 
and Helder Medeiros are amomg the persons captured 
by the security forces, he pointed out. 


Zaire 


Mobutu Desires Review of Financial Partners 
AB110609 Paris AFP in French 1700 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] Kinshasa, 10 Mar (AFP)}—Marshal Mobutu Sese 
Seko stated today at tne first meeting of the new cabinet 
appointed on 7 March that relations between Zaire and 
its major financial international partners “should be 
reviewed and renegotiated.” President Mobutu, who 
summoned this meeting just after swearing in the new 
cabinet members, said: “It is imperative that arrange- 
ments be made as urgently as possible between our 
country and its partners so that Zaire will cease to be an 
exporter of capital to the detriment of its own domestic 
performance criteria.” This statement comes as increas- 
ingly persistent rumors are circulating in economic cir- 
cles in the capital on a forthcoming Zairian request to the 
Paris Club for a 3-year moratorium on its $884 million 
debt, which was already rescheduled in May last year. 


The head of state recalled that Zaire received from 1983 
to 1986 about $1.1 billion as long-term loans and grants 
while at the same time its debt servicing totaled $2 
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billion, “that is, a net sum of more than $1 bi'lion in 
favor of developed countries.” “Our country,” the head 
of state repeated, “is happy to have been for 5 long years 
an exemplary student, but it is high time its legitimate 
concerns for its economic growth are taken into 
account.” 


Speaking about the economic liberalism proposed by the 
Central Committee of the Popular Movement for the 
Revolution (MPR, only party), he regretted that, “judg- 
ing from the way it was being practiced in Zaire, this 
policy of economic liberalism was leading us into a 
disastrous socioeconomic situation.” The marshal-pres- 
ident mentioned three sectors in which, according to 
him, this doctrine had had adverse consequences: the 
commercialization of precious stones, the supply of 
petroleum products to the country, and the fixing of 
prices. 


He strongly criticized the petroleum companies “that 
ridicule the state by creating shortages and do not pay 
the taxes they owe.” Concerning prices, he asked the new 
minister of foreign affairs, Nguza Karl-I-Bond, to sum- 
mon “without delay” the Lebanese ambassador to Kin- 
shasa “‘to express to him the grave concern of the Zairian 
authorities over the inadmissible malpractices of many 
Lebanese businessmen in Zaire.” 
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Ethiopia 


Aircraft Bomb Town in Southern Eritrea 
EA101553 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigriyna 0400 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] Ethiopian aircraft have bombed a locality in 
Seraye.The bombing took place at Adi Wesik in Midiri 
Wedisebera District on 2 March. Three houses were 
destroyed and a church was also hit. 


Foreign Minister Returns From France 
EA101556 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
0930 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, member of the WPE 
Central Committee Politburo and minister of foreign 
affairs, returned to Addis Ababa this morning after a 
working visit to France. 


In a statement on the results of the visit, he said he had 
held extensive talks with the (?French) foreign minister 
on ways of further strengthening bilateral relations, 
adding that both sides desired this. Comrade Berhanu 
said that a meeting of the joint economic, scientific, and 
technical commission of the two countries would be held 
in the near future to discuss cooperation. He said that 
this meeting would work out the details and reach an 


agreement. 


Comrade Berhanu was received by Comrade Teka Tulu, 
alternate member of the WPE Central Committee Polit- 
buro and chairman of the Central Auditing Commission. 
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Somalia 


35 Loyalist Troops Reported Killed in Togdheer 
EA091838 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] On 4 March the legitimate fighters of the SNM 
[Somali National Movement] attacked a new battalion 
that had just pitched camp at (Budiey) in Burco District 
of Togdheer Region. In the attack 35 loyalist soldiers 
were killed, 25 others were wounded, and one was 
captured. A (TMTR) [not further identified] vehicle 
loaded with foodstuffs and ammunition was captured by 
the SNM combatants. The SNM lost one man in the 
fighting, while another was wounded. 


Tanzania 


Zanzibar Island To Retain Sovereignty 
EA102307 Dar es Salaam External Service in English 
1600 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The Zanzibar chief minister, Dr Umar ‘Ali Juma, 
said today that Zanzibar will retain its sovereignty in 
accordance with the Constitution. He added that fears 
that the islands are bound to be swallowed by the 
mainiand are unfounded. Dr Umar, who was addressing 
party and government leaders of Micheweni District in 
Pemba North, said a few disgruntled leaders still in the 
revolutionary government were deploying [as heard] 
untrue stories to mislead the island’s population. He 
described such leaders as politically bankrupt, adding 
that they were bent on creating disunity among the 
islanders. Dr Umar called on the people of Zanzibar and 
Pemba to forget their differences and reconcile to estab- 
lish a new chapter aimed at laying the basis for unity. 
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Angola 


Commentary Rejects RSA’s Soviet Overture 
MB101100 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[ANGOP commentary: “Yet More Racist Evasiveness”’; 
from the “For the Record” program] 


[Text] On 18 February 1988, Angola once again demon- 
strated its good faith and constructive spirit when, in the 
presence of the UN secretary general, it expressed its 
readiness to hold direct negotiations with South Africa if 
the South African Government subsequently rejected 
U.S. mediation, which has so far been carried out by 
mutual agreement. 


The Pretoria authorities pretended to ignore the Angolan 
offer. Last Saturday they proposed direct dialogue with 
the USSR to, according to them, establish a neutral and 
nonaligned government in Angola, along the lines of the 
resolution of the Afghan problem. 


In the eyes of the Angolan people, this initiative is 
nothing but more racist evasiveness aimed at gaining 
time and (?delaying) the resolution of the conflict pre- 
vailing in southern Africa, which is caused by three 
factors: the South African refusal to comply with elemen- 
tary norms of international coexistence among indepen- 
dent members of the United Nations, its colonization of 
Namibia, and the existing apartheid system in Pretoria. 


The South African proposal is an extension of its propa- 
ganda campaign, similar to its recent call for the inclu- 
sion of the UNITA puppet group in the ncgotiation 
process initially proposed by the People’s Republic of 
Angola. The lack of serious intent in South Africa’s new 
offer is evidenced by the arguments on which it is 
based—arguments which objectively confirm the 
impasse of a regime which tries to find remedies for its 
diseases in Moscow, which, until now, it described as the 
source of all its misfortunes. 


As a matter of fact, it is obviously improper to try to 
compare the southern African situation with the Afghan 
issue. Pakistan, which is the backstop and sanctuary for 
Afghan counterrevolutionaries, has not sent its regular army 
to occupy parts of neighboring territory. Nor has the Paki- 
stani regime ever experienced such vehement and constant 
international condemnation as has apartheid. 


Taking into account the long undeclared war, systemat- 
ically and continually waged against Angola since the 
proclamation of its independence, it is an act of dema- 
goguery for the racisi government to claim it is not 
fighting hard to install a compliant government in 
Angola. As a matter of fact, this demagogic argument 
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contradicts its claim to status as a regional power which 
has always resorted to the use of force to impose its 
interests in the region, just as General Magnus Malan 
likes to say. 


The South African Government wants to see a neutral 
and a nonaligned country in Angola. That is what has 
always been. The Angolan Government has not joined 
any military block, does not maintain foreign forces 
from any military bloc in its fatherland, and enjoys 
substantial prestige within the Nonaligned Movement. 
The Angolan people will not 2!iow their government to 
follow a so-called neutral and nonaligned policy as a 
choice between the peace they desire and the war 
imposed by the South Africans; between hard-won inde- 
pendence and the system of colonialism always sup- 
ported by successive Pretoria governments; between the 
racial equality they practice and the prevailing system of 
apartheid in South Africa. 


The People’s Republic of Angola wants serious discus- 
sions of a just, honorable, and lasting peace in the 
interests of the southern African peoples. It is also ready 
to assist the current Pretoria authorities to find ways 
conducive to peace and stability inside South Africa 
itself, which necessarily entails an end to racial discrim- 
ination and an end to the domination of the majority by 
the minority. We shall willingly provide this assistance if 
it is clearly requested by the Pretoria government. Like- 
wise, we would expect South Africa to clearly have the 
courage of dispensing with U.S. mediation, if it sincerely 
wants direct contacts. 


The South African authorities must admit their mis- 
takes, already recognized by the international commu- 
nity and which they alone continue to deny by pretend- 
ing that they do not see them—that is, the anachronistic 
systems of apartheid and colonialism and the refusal to 
coexist peacefully with neighbors maintaining a different 
social regime. This awareness is paramount for any 
progress toward resolving the crisis. Meanwhile, Angola, 
whose army has been inflicting historic defeats on the 
racist aggressors, will continue its diplomatic pragma- 
tism because it is concerned with limiting the sacrifices 
of the peoples of the region—not because of any weak- 
ness—knowing that under the pressure of the interna- 
tional community the South African Government will 
also understand this some day. 


Diplomatic Relations With Zimbabwe Growing 
MB092020 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 1955 GMT 
9 Mar 88 


[Text] Harare, 9 Mar (ANGOP)—Speaking to ANGOP 
in Harare, Gideon Gapare, Zimbabwe's charge d'affaires 
to Angola, said Angolan-Zimbabwean diplomatic rela- 
tions are about to experience new growth in Angola. 


The Zimbabwean diplomat has beer in Angola since last 
Thursday to represent his country. Before leaving Harare 
for Luanda, he tohd ANGOP that the opening of the 
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Zimbabwean Embassy in Luanda reflects the importance 
that his government places on greater political and 
economic cooperation between the two countries. 


Mr Gapare said that his presence in Luanda will allow 
him to closely follow the situation in Angola, thus 
contributing to the strengthening of bilateral relations 
which go back to Zimbabwe’s independence in 1980. 


The head of the Zimbabwean mission to Angola told 
ANGOP that Zimbabwe in its position as chairman of 
the Nonaligned Movement and member of the Front- 
line, perceives as important the establishment of a per- 
manent diplomatic representation in a friendly sister 
country like Angola, which continues to be the target of 
South African destabilization. 


Mr Gapare reiterated his country’s support for Angola in 
the resolution of the southern African problem. He 
stressed that President Robert Mugabe, in his capacity as 
chairman of the Nonaligned Movement, will continue to 
stress at the international level the need for the acceler- 
ated implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 
435-78 on Namibia’s independence. 


In Mr Gapare’s opinion, there is no reason for the 
United States to continue its linkage [preceding word in 
English] policy, which effectively blocks the process of 
Namibia’s independence, under the pretext of a Cuban 
troop presence in Angola. 


FAPLA Kills 38 ‘Bandits’ in 8th Military Region 
MB100541 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] A total of 38 UNITA bandits were annihilated 
and another 79 taken prisoner in the 8th Military Region 
during the first quarter of this year. Last year our forces 
annihilated 220 UNITA bandits and took another 42 
prisoner in the region. Following FAPLA operations in 
the region, a large supply of assorted weapons was seized. 


Under the policy of clemency decreed by our govern- 
ment, 300 elements presented themselves to Angolan 
authorities, while 117 civilians who lived in the bush as 
captives were freed by our glorious FAPLA forces. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Speaks at Central Committee Session 
MB100829 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The second extraordinary session of the Frelimo 
Party Central Committee, which ended in Maputo yes- 
terda: , discussed the country’s situation and identified 
the most important issues for submission to the second 
national party conference to be held this year. 
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The final communique presented in the closing session 
showed the debate was characterized by broad partici- 
pation of Central Committee members and guests who 
critically, frankly, and openly discussed the situation, in 
true Frelimo democratic tradition. The communique 
underlines that in-depth and extensive open discussions 
fully achieved the objectives of the session and contrib- 
uted to the strengthening and consolidation of unity of 
leading thought at this time. 


Speaking at the closing session, Joaquim Chissano, 
chairman of the Frelimo Party, described the session as 
a good start in the discussion of our problems. 


FPLM Operations Kill 95, Free 2,500 Captives 
MB091952 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] In operations from January to mid-February, the 
FPLM forces in Nampula Province’s Mogovolas, Ango- 
che, Moma, and Mogincual districts released more than 
2,500 people living under the yoke of the armed bandits. 


In the same districts during the same period, the Armed 
Forces killed 95 criminals and more than 40 cullabora- 
tors. A military source told our correspondent in Nam- 
pula that another 400 peasants had turned themselves in 
to the provincial authorities after a long period of 
bandit-enforced captivity. 


Republic of South Africa 


P.W. Botha Announces Cabinet Reshuffle 
MB110545 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, has 
announced a cabinet reshuffle and new appointments to 
the Minister’s Council in the House of Assembly. He has 
also appointed two new deputy ministers and a new 
administrator for the Transvaal. 


At a news conference, President Botha announced that 
the minister in the state president's office entrusted with 
administration and broadcasting scrvices, Mr Alwyn 
Schlebusch, was resigning from the cabinet on 30 March. 
He said that in a letter to him, Mr Schlebusch had 
pointed out that when the president requested him to 
join the cabinet on | December 1986 he had undertaken 
to do so for only a limited period. In his letter, Mr 
Schlebusch also referred to the new initiatives which the 
state president wanted to launch, regarding part of his 
portfolios. If he were to take the lead in this for only a 
few months, it would be unfair towards his successor, 
who would benefit greatly from undertaking the new 
initiatives from the start. Mr Schlebusch said it was his 
intention to resign later this year anyway and that it had 
been a great honor and privilege to work with the state 
president over the years. He thanked him for his trust, 
friendliness, and support. 
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[Begin Botha video recording] In a letter to Mr Schie- 
busch, I have ensured him of my high appreciation for 
his friendship and cooperation over the pas: years. I said 
that both my wife and | will remember with gratitude 
and appreciation the service rendered over many years 
by both Mr and Mrs Schiebusch in a worthy manner. |! 
must add that I will also miss his daily presence as a good 
friend. [end video recording] 


The president said as a result of the resignation of Mr 
Schlebusch, as well as the policy directives he had 
announced at the opening of Parliament, changes had to 
be make to the portfolio of Mr Schlebusch. Consequent- 
ly, the minister of the budget in the House of Assembly, 
Dr Dawie de Villiers, would become the minister in the 
state president's office entrusted with administration 
and privatization. He would also be the chairman of th: 
cabinet committee on privatization. The commission for 
administration would be his responsibility, and would 
render an overhead service regarding privatization. An 
expert advisor to Dr de Villiers would be appointed later. 
Dr de Villiers would also be responsible for the Compe- 
tition Board, as well as ISCOR [Iron and Steel Corpora- 
tion], ESCOM [Electricity Supply Commission], and 
FOSCOR [Phosphor Development Corporation]. 


The deputy minister of finance, Mr Kent Durr, was to 
replace Dr de Villiers as minister of the budget and 
works in the Minister’s Council of the House of Assem- 
bly. The deputy minister of development planning, Mr 
Piet Badenhorst, would become minister of health ser- 
vices and welfare in the Ministers’ Council of the House 
of Assembly. The deputy minister of law and order, Mr 
Roelf Meyer, would succeed Mr Badenhorst as deputy 
minister of constitutional development and planning, 
and the MP for Krugersdorp, Mr Leon Wessels, was to 
replace Mr Meyer as deputy minister of law and order. 


The president said the deputy minister of information in 
the state president's office, Dr Stoffel van der Merwe, 
would be appointed as minister of information in the 
State president's office, and would also be entrusted with 
the SABC and the film industry. The president also 
announced the appointment of the chairman of the 
Tourism Board, Mr Danie Hough, as administrator of 
the Transvaal in the place of Mr Willem Cruywagen, 
who had already indicated that he was going to resign. 
The ministerial appointments « ~uld become effective 
on 31 March, and Mr Hough would begin on | May. 


P.W. Botha Holds ‘Frank’ Talks with Union Leaders 
ry te - Johannesburg SAPA in English 1624 GMT 
ar 


[Text] Cape Town March 9 SAPA—Trade union leaders 
today met the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, for two 
hours of frank talks in which differences of opinion were 


expressed. 
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The representatives of 22 trade unions which accepted 
Mr Botha’s invitation to the talks were asked to guard 
against excessive wage demands and to assist in curbing 
excessive price increases by cultivating a spirit of price 
awareness among it members. 


In a statement issue d after the meeting Mr Botha said the 
talks had been a continuation of a series of discussions 
on economic matters already held and still to be held. 
They were part of a campaign to combat inflation. 


“We had a long discussion. No decisions were taken, but 
the discussion was frank and allowed for differences of 
opinion.” 


He told them the government was preparing legislation 
to grant greater powers to organisations such as the 
South African Consumer Council to act in the consum- 
er’s interest. 


The trade unions who had not accepted his invitation 
had missed an opportunity of making a contribution to 
maintaining a sound economy. He had issued the invi- 
tation to discuss matters of vital economic importance in 
the interests of South Africa, President Botha said. 


He was assisted by the minister of finance, Mr Barend du 
Plessis; the minister of manpower, Mr Pietie du Plessis; 
his director general, Mr P.J. van der Merwe; and by the 
secretary general in ihe president's office, Dr J.P. Roux. 


2 Unions Decline Talks 
MB091015 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
9 Mar 88 p 5 


[By Len Maseko] 


[Text] Two Congress of South African Trade Unions 
affiliates have turned down the state president's invita- 
tion to a meeting to discuss “salaries and wages.” 


The unions are the Transport and General Workers’ 
Union [TGWU] and Chemical Workers’ Industrial 
Union [(CWIU}. 


The meeting, scheduled to take place in Cape Town 
today, comes in the wake of the government's decisicn to 
impose a wage freeze in the state sector. 


A CWIU spokesperson confirmed that the union had 
received Mr P. W. Botha’s invitation but said the 
COSATU affiliate would not send any representatives to 
the meeting. 


The TGWU said in a statement that it had decided not 
to attend the meeting for the following reasons: 
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It was inappropriate for the state president to extend an 
invitation to a COSATU-affiliated union when the gov- 
ernment had “just imposed restrictions on COSATU’s 
ability to participate around issues ™ directly affecting 
workers. 


The invitation was “ill-timed” in the light of the Labour 
Relations Amendment bill presently being discussed in 
Parliament. This bill aimed to “severely restrict the 
scope of trade unions’ activities and abilities” to serve 
their members effectively. 


Any discussion with the government about wages and 
salaries would be “severely compromising” because the 
government had already announced wage freezes on 
members of other unions. 


The state president’s office had not responded to the 
SOWETAN’s inquiries about the meeting at the time of 


going to press. 


‘Committee to Defend * Created 
a Johannesburg SAPA in English 2218 GMT 
7 Mar 


[Text] Cape Town March 7 SAPA—A broad cross- 
section of religious, community and academic leaders 
today served notice that they were not prepared to take 
the government's crackdown on anti-apartheid organisa- 
tions “lying down.” 


In the first major response in the western Cape to the 
state’s effective banning of 17 organisations, the newly 
formed “Committee To Defend Democracy in SA” 
launched its drive to fight for “a new South Africa with 
human rights.” The committee, which met under the 
convenorship of University of Western Cape [UWC] 
Rector Professor Jakes General yesterday, plans to hold 
the first mass rally in defence of democrac,' at the UWC 
this Sunday. 


Others who attended the inaugural meeting were: Angli- 
can Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Dr Allan Boesak of the 
Nederduise Sendings Kerk [Dutch Reformed Mission 
Church], the Roman Catholic archbishop of Cape Town 
Steven Naidoo, the president of the Western Province 
Council of Churches Rev Lionel Louw, UWC Vice- 
Rector Professor Jaap du Randt, Black Sash President 
Mrs Mary Burton, SACOS [expansion unknown] Presi- 
dent Mr Frank van der Horst, and the vice-president of 
the = Province Footbali Union Mr Alex Aber- 
crombie. 


At a press conference afterwards, Dr Boesak said the 
latest initiative to defend democracy was to demonstrate 
that “people have not decided to lie down” and had not 
become resigned to the government's latest crackdown. 
“This is to say to the government, you have thrown down 
the gauntlet and we will pick it up. The battle for 
freedom of our people is far from over,” he said. Dr 
Boesak said the latest opposition drive was noi a move to 
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“substitute” for organisations effectively banned last 
week. “These organisations cannot be banned because 
they are very, very much alive in the community.” 


Archbishop Tutu said the committee was a first step 
towards “defending and upholding democracy” in face 
of the government's “draconian” vioiation of human 
rights in recent weeks. He said he expected churches and 
Organisations representing women, the youth and trade 
unions to be among those attending the mass rly “to 
show there is something which comes from the people 
who desire a new South Africa.” 


Archbishop Tutu said that the one positive thing that 
had emerged from the “extra-ordinary activities” of the 
minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Viok, was that 
anti-apartheid groups had been brought together. He 
thanked Mr Viok for this. An “obvious weakness” in the 
response of opposition groups to the state was that they 
“tend to wait for a crisis to get together—we ought to 
have got together long ago,” he said. 


Mrs Burton said that the committee had not yet decided 
on the full range of its future activities but the new 
structure would enable organizations “to get in touch 
and formulate ideas about where to go from here.” 


Professor Gerwel said that the campaign to defend 
democracy was a western Cape initiative “at this stage” 
but felt that the campaign could grow depending on the 
response received at the UWC rally. 


COSATU, DPSC, UDF Mount Cape Legal Challenge 
ryote Umiata Capital Radio in English 1500 GMT 
10 Mar 


{Text} COSATU, the Detainees Parents Support Com- 
mittee [DPSC], and the UDF are mounting a legal 
challenge to the restrictions imposed on them last 
month. Peter Harris, the lawyer representing COSATU 
and the DPSC, says the latest state of emergency will also 
be challenged. 


[Begin Harris recording] Actually the application is 
being argued on the ground that the state of emergency 
that was declared on 1! June 1987 is in itself invalid. It 
was on that day, 11 June 1987, that there were two states 
of emergency in existence. And then we are also chal- 
lenging certain of the other provisions and regulations of 
24 February. [end recording] 


The applications have been filed in the Cape Town 
Supreme Court. Mr Harris says this was the wish of his 
clients, who have strong support in the Cape. 
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Goverament ‘Not Unduly Surprised’ by Soviet Rebuff 
MB111125 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
11 Mar 8&8 p 3 


[By David Braun, political correspondent] 


[Text] Parliament—The Soviet Union's rejection of the 
government's offer to come to an agreement in the 
Angolan conflict has not necessarily closed the doors on 
a negotirted settlement, government sources indicated 
yesterday. 


The immediate reaction to the Kremlir’s rebuff was that 
the government was not unduly surprised. 


The Soviet Foreign Ministry ,esterday turned down 
Defence Minister General Magnus Malan’s offer to with- 
draw from Angola if the Soviet Union committed itself 
to a neutral government in that country. 


The spokesman said the situations in Angola and 
Afghanistan were completely different. 


The Soviet Union believed the most important subjects 
of which the government did not speak were apartheid, 
interference in the affairs of its neighbouring states 
including Angola and Namibia. 


South African government sources appeared not to be 
too concerned about this reaction yesterday. 


It was believed the doors to a negotiated settlement in 
Angola were still open in a view of signals from Angola 
itself that it would be prepared to take part in regional 
discussions. 


A Ministry of Defence spokesraan said in reaction yes- 
terday that Africa could no longer afford tu be crushed in 
the conflict between East and West, the price was too 
high in terms of suffering and misery. 


The spokesman said General Malan’s original message 
to the Soviet Union had concerned realities which no 
country in southern Africa could escape. 


One of these realities pointed out by the minister in his 

Original statement, according to the spokesman, was that 

only two countries had the ability te projec military 

See a ee 
nion. 


“But both these countries play in separate leagues,” the 
spokesman said. 

He said South Africa protected her own and ihe sub- 
continent's interests and played a stabilising role. 


The Soviet Union on the other hand was the major 
destabilizer. 
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“Africa can no longer afford to be crushed in a conflict 
between East and West. The price in suffering and 
misery is too high. 


“There are countries which unfortunately want to get 
hold of MiG-29s and other sophisticated weaponry but 
who are not able to supply their soldiers with decent 
shoes or boots, to say nothing of food. 


“It is in South Affrica’s interests that the sub-continent 
should not bleed itself to death.” 


President P.W. Botha’s office responding to inquiries 
about the Soviet rejection and reports of qualified Ango- 
lan offers of talks, referred to previous statements by Mr 
Botha in which he had mooted peace talks involving all 
the parties in southern Africa. 


Planned Pik Botha-Crocker Confirmed 
MB111307 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1045 GMT 
11 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town March !1 SAPA—The minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, was scheduled to meet the 
U.S. under-secretary of state, Dr Chester Crocker, soon 
to discuss the Angola issue, a spokesman for the minister 
confirmed today. The meeting would take place in 
Europe but he would not disclose the date. 


He said press reports of the proposed meeting had not 
emanated from the minister's office but had resulted 
from “leaks” from other sources. The meeting was “still 
on at this stage”. 


Viok Reports Revolutionary Climate Still High 
MB101406 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1400 GMT 
10 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 10 SAPA—The minister ot law 
and order, Mr Adriaan Viok, says the underlying climate 
for revolution in South Africa remains unacceptably 
high and is receiving the government's continuous atten- 
tion. 


Speaking at an international symposium on the South 
African Police held in Pretoria, Mr Viok said the police, 
assisted by other components of the security forces, had 
succeeded in breaking the structures of the chain of 
visible violence. He said South Africa was experiencing 
growing pains due to far-reaching constitutional changes, 
Cavsing stresses and strains to such a degree that radical 
groups 40 the left and right of the political system had 
beevi formed. 


Mr Viok added that large-scale terrorism, civil disobedi- 
ence and other forms of unrest had been perpetrated by 
a community wich was normally moderate. He said 
they had been intimidated into these acts of violence, 
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supposedly in the name of freedom, but which was in 
fact the preparatory stages for a take-over bid by the 
South African Communist Party and the African 
National Congress. 


Stellenbosch Students Support Group Restrictions 
yoy Umiata Capital Radio in English 1500 GMT 
ar 


[Text] Stellenbosch University students have come oui 
in support of the government's restrictions on 17 antia- 
partheid organizations. Student leaders of the campus 
have adopted a motion defending the government's 
crackdown. It was passed at a meeting last night. Only 
three studen:s voted against the motion, which said the 
Organizations affected by the government crackdown 
were trying to make the country ungovernable. 


Cape Town University Students Protest 
yey Umiata Capital Radio in English 1400 GMT 
ar 


ext] Police have stopped a student march from the 
niversity of Cape Town, [UCT] to Parliament on the 
fringes of tne campus. After a mass meeting called to 
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countries that ought to knew better had voted in favor of 
the resolution. 
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Mr Ray Swart of the PFP said the decisions posed a risk 
to President Ronald Reagan and the British prime min- 
ister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, anc that they could 
et ee oe oe ee 
Afri 


New Black Pr Regulations Issued 
MB090939 Johan SAPA in Fnglish 0906 GMT 
9 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town, Mar 9, SAPA—New regulations 
enabdling blacks in ‘cust towns to obtain full property 
rights would take effect today, the minister of education 
and development aid, Dr Gerrit Viljoen, said. The new 
regulations would appear in today’s GOVERNMENT 
GAZETTE, he said in a statement in Cape Town. “They 
usher in a dispensation which deregulates the life of the 
black man in many respects—and which will encourage 
financial institutions and developers to enter the prop- 
erty market and the home building industry in these 
areas on a larger scale within the free market system,” 
the statement said. 


The new regulations would replace Proclamation R239 
of 1962, which had been the instrument for the develop- 
ment of towns in the self gover ing territories and on 
adjoining South African Development Trust land. They 
concerned land tenure, the alienation of trust land ‘n 
towns, the registration of deeds in towns, land use in 
towrs and regulations for local authorities. 


An important aspec: of the new system was that the 
owner of land in open or areas set aside could apply for 
his land to be declared an “informal area.” “Once the 
necessary has bees obtained, the owner may 
then award deeds of grant and leasehold rights in respect 
of pieces of land in that area himself.” Such ar. owner 
was obliged to have his land surveyed within fou: years. 


The minister of education and development aid could 
also declare informal areas in trust land and award land 
rights there. 


“The new regulations are not applicable in the self 
governing territories—but will, on their adoption by 
governments concerned, come into effect in these terri- 
tories by means of their own legislative process.” 


—For the retention uf the existing and cheaper forms of 
land tenure by deeds of grant and leasehold rights; 


—That the holder can apply for a deed of grant or 
leasehold to be a right of ownership. 


—For the registration of right of ownership in the deeds 
registry in terms of the Deeds Registries Act; 
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peat the holder of a deed or grant can exercise all the 
fights of an owner, enabling him to occupy the 

on it, encumber his rights with a bond or 
fe , rent his property, subdivide it, or place a 
itude on it; 


3 [For the acquisition by buyers of registrable rights to 
x ‘Pieces of land, including land outside surveyed township 


E eeFor the | by a prospective buyer of land of 


property, 


institutions granting loans to purchas- 
their rights by registering a bond against 
in terms of the Deeds Registries Act; 


—That al premises used predominantly for residential 
“purposes can also be used for any social or religious 
tivities, or for carrying on any underaking, occupation 
° ~~, including retail trade and provision of ser- 
| a significant number of the surrounding 


Te si 8 obi : 7 
—That the holder of a registered deed of grant can 
— over” his rights to another person, without 


proval of the town manager being necessary, as was 
: cate ~ the old regulations; 


ts attached to a registered deed of grant or 
be converted into ownership if a town 
in the registration office; 


_ —That ¢ registration of a bond is no longer a drawn- 
out proc od re. The new regulations require a mortgagee 

} bond in the presence of a conveyancer or 
O1 of oaths, the bond being in any form 
ble to the registration officer, 


tion of the existing town councils estab- 
s of Chapter 8 the old regulations, at the 
ing Chapter 8 and enabling the minister 
and development aid to now establish a 
‘forms of local government according to 


4 —That the new regulations for local authorities apply in 
the area of each town until replaced with standardised 
_ regulations published by the minister, or any new local 
srnment body; and 


—For the relaxation of building regulations to make it 
asier for a prospective home owner to build a house, or 
_ have one built. 
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ISCOR To Buy Steel Plant From Japan 
MBO071143 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
7 Mar 88 pp 1, 2 


{By Mick Collins] 


[Text] In a top-secret deal, ISCOR [South African Iron 
and Steel Corporation] is to buy a R100m hi-tech steel 
plant from Japan which will make SA self-sufficient in 
certain types of coated steeis. 


The investment will enable the steel giant to supply local 
motor manufacturing with special materials previously 
not available in SA. 


The deal is expected to place further strain on relations 
between Japan’s Foreign Ministry and its Ministry of 
International Trade and Industry (MITI), which have 
clashed recently over Japan’s growing trade with SA. 


Details of the project, which were leaked to BUSINESS 
DAY at the weekend, have been kept under wraps in an 
attempt to protect MITI, whose primary interest is in 
securing trade for Japan. 


Japan’s Foreign Ministry has been attempting to sever 
trading ties with SA after pressure from the U.S. anti- 
apartheid lobby and black African states. 


However, highly placed sources said the ISCOR move 
could be placed in jeopardy by black American congres- 
sional caucus chairman Mervyn Dymally, who has 
warned Japan’s Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita of a 
boycott of Japanese goods by black Americans if Japan 
persisted in trading with SA. 


The motor industry stands to save about R50m a year in 
foreign exchange if the deal goes through, as ISCOR 
would be able to supply it with the 25,000 tons of special 
steel needed each year. 


Highly placed sources said at the weekend that the deal, 
which is about to be signed, had the support of all but a 
few of the major local motor manufacturers. The dissent- 
ers are said to be Mercedes and BMW, who want 
German technology involved. 


ISCOR spokesman Piet du Plessis said he could not 
confirm details of the R100m deal. 


But, he said, discussions with the motor industry on the 
local manufacture of certain types of imported steel were 
still ongoing and nothing had been finalised. 


If and when a decision was made on the issue, ISCOR 
would go out on tender for a deal in line with its normal 
policy, he said. 
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The hi-tech plant—an Electro Galv (EG) line—will 
ensure supplies of special corrosive-resistant steel for 
body-parts previously imported from West Germany 
and Japan. 


Meetings between ISCOR officials and local motor man- 
ufacturers—Volkswagen SA, Toyota, Nissan, Mercedes, 
BMW and Delta—have already been held. 


Due to come on line only in 1990, the plant will supply 
top-class coated steel products and is considered one of 
SA’s most significant import-replacement projects. 


“Up to now ISCOR products have not been good enough 
for the job. They are susceptible to corrosion. The new 
product will have better formability and durability,” 
said one source. 


A Toyota spokesman confirmed that talks had been held 
with ISCOR and said his company imported between 
800 tons and 1,000 tons of the coated steel a month. 


A Volkswagen SA spokesman declined to stipulate what 
VW paid in rand terms for its overseas steel purchases. 
“We won't divulge this because of competitors but, in 
general terms, our company imports between 450 tons 
and 500 tons of coated steel every month.” 


Police Arrest Inkatha ‘Special Constable’ 
psy Umiata Capital Radio in English 0700 GMT 
lar 


{Text} A prominent Inkatha member, named in court as 
allegedly involved in township violence, has been arrest- 
ed. Woseni Aweta, of the Inkatha youth brigade, was 
ordered by the Pietermaritzburg Supreme Court in a case 
a few months ago not to threaten or harm certain 
township residents. Carmel Rickard reports. 


[Rickard] It emerged last week that Woseni Aweta was 
among 300 special constables given 6 weeks’ training in 
Cape Town and then returned to Pietermaritzburg to 
maintain law and order between warring groups of 
Inkatha and the United Democratic Front. Following 
these revelations, police have confirmed that he is no 
longer in the kitskonstabel [special constable] force, and 
that he has in fact been arrested in connection with 
certain as yet unspecified criminal activities. This morn- 
ing’s NATAL WITNESS quotes a Pietermaritzburg 
police official as saying there were other special consta- 
bles who had been dismissed from the special force while 
allegations they were involved in criminal activities are 
investigated. 


Limpet Mines Explode at Ciskei Substation 
ry vey 44 7 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2200 GMT 
ar 


[Text] East London, March 9, SAPA—Three limpet 
mines exploded at a Fort Jackson electrical substation in 
Ciskei earlier this week, destroying a prefabricated shed 
and slightly damaging another building. No one was 
injured during the incident. 
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It is believed that four mines were planted, three of 
which went off, but this could not be confirmed by 
Ciskei police today. 


The roof and most of the wall panels were blown off a 
prefabricated shed, and a solid iron door was damaged 
by shrapnel. 


The shed is situated about 10m from electrical installa- 
tions inside the compound. Two limpet mines were place 
behind guttering on the main substation building. The 
force of the explosions shattered the gutters and blew 
30cm-deep holes in the brick walls. Chunks of masonry 
and guttering lay up to four metres away from the point 
of the explosion. 


The official spokesman for the Ciskei police, Colonel A. 
Ngaki, was in Port Elizabeth today and could not be 
contacted for comment and other police spokesmen in 
the office would not comment. 


Ciskei Dismisses Foreign Affairs Officials 
MB101024 Umtata Capital Radio in English 0900 GMT 
10 Mar 88 


[Text] Three senior Ciskei foreign affairs officials have 
been sacked. One of them has been linked to convicted 
drug smuggler Roberto Palazzola. Louise Flanagan 


reports. 


[Flanagan] The three officials are the ambassador pleni- 
potentiary, (Dirk Steyn); the technical director of the 
foreign desk; and the financial director. Ciskei spokes- 
man, Headman Somthunzi, said that they had been 
asked to leave yesterday because of the department’s 
financial position. All three had been on contract for the 
Ciskei government, but their contracts were only due to 
expire in the middle of the year. Recent reports alleged 
that (Mr Steyn), together with National Party MP for 
East London city, Peet de Pontes, had met convicted 
Mafia drug smuggler Roberto Palazzola in a Swiss jail. 
Both Mr de Pontes and the smuggler had been involved 
in a proposal to set up an international trust bank in 
Ciskei, and take over Ciskei Radio. However, Mr Som- 
thunzi denied that the officials leaving had any connec- 
tion with the Palazzola affair. 


Commentary Lauds Arms Industry 
MB110527 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Station commentary] 


{Text} In a remarkably short period of just on 11 years, 
South Africa has developed an armaments industry that 
manufactures high technology products that can com- 
pare with the best in the world. The fledgling armaments 
industry of 1977 has, under the leadership of ARM- 
SCOR [Armaments Corporation of SA, Ltd.], grown into 
an industrial giant. ARMSCOR has an annual turnover 
of R3,000 million and is the country’s single largest 
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exporter of manufactured goods. Next week about 150 of 
its producis will be on exhibition at an international air 
show in Chile. They will include three new products: an 
air-to-air missile, a remote-controlled reconnaissance 
aircraft, and an armored passenger vehicle. 


The South African armaments industry is a tribute to the 
ingenuity, scientific expertise, and commitment of many 
South Africans. Last week, some of these South Africans 
were honored with the award of the Order of the Star of 
South Africa. Among them were the chairman and the 
general manager of the Atlas Aircraft Corporation, the 
only aircraft factory in South Africa. Atlas has made 
South Africa relatively self-sufficient in respect of air- 
craft and helicopters and in this way has played a vital 
role in maintaining the capability of the South African 
Air Force and the preparedness of the Defense Force. 


Similarly honored was the general manager of South 
Africa’s only manufacturer of small arms and sophisti- 
cated rapid-firing ammunition, a company which in a 
very short time has made South Africa totally self- 
sufficient in respect of these essential products. Also 
honored was a computer expert who has made a major 
contribution to the security of South Africa by ensuring 
that ARMSCOR and the Defense Force have some of the 
best computer support at their disposal. 


In 1977, South Africa imported about 70 percent of her 
armaments requirements. Today, that figure is around 5 
percent. In 1982, ARMSCOR began exporting arms in 
earnest. In the 6 years since then, South Africa has 
become one of the 10 biggest arms exporters in the 
world. Twenty-three countries purchase armaments 
from South Africa and the export list contains a stagger- 
ing number of more than 4,000 products. 


A feature of the success story of the armaments industry 
in the past 11 years has been the close cooperation 
between the public and private sectors. About 70 percent 
of ARMSCOR’s budget is allocated to subcontracts to 
the private sector through more than 900 companies that 
provide employment to 63,000 people. 


Nowhere has the futility of sanctions been more compre- 
hensively demonstrated to the world than in the growth 
and achievements of the South African armaments 
industry. ARMSCOR and its partners in the private 
sector have shown how, in the face of renewed threats 
from the sanctioneers, South Africans can face the future 
with confidence. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 10 Mar 
MB110624 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0614 GMT 
11 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 11 SAPA—The public relations 
division of the SA Police in Pretoria have reported the 
following overnight unrest-related incidents: 
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“At Shongweni (Hammarsdale) a black man was slightly 
injured when a group of blacks attacked a private dwell- 
ing. Furniture in the house was also slightly damaged. In 
another incident in the area, arsonists caused extensive 
damage to a school. Still in this area, a group of blacks 
murdered a 20-year-old black man by shooting him with 
a shotgun. 


“At Louwville (Vredenburg, Boland) a private house was 
extensively damaged when a group of blacks hurled 
petrol-bombs at it.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB111015 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Disapproves RSA Goading of UN — The page 
6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
10 March says it is not true “that South Africa, in fact, 
wanted mandatory sanctions to be imposed.” Although 
South Africa “has the know-how and resources to meet 
all sorts of sanctions” it would rather “not have boycotts 
and embargoes.” The editorial points out that “we are 
only now getting into our stride in our sanctions-busting 
Operations against U.S., European Community and 
other embargoes.” “Although the economy is showing a 
recovery, it is still too dependent on the price of gold and 
similar factors beyond our control.” “There is a reluc- 
tance now in some countries to impose new sanctions, 
since it has become clear that the blacks suffer from 
sanctions and disinvestment more than any other sec- 
tion.” THE CITIZEN does not think “we should again 
try to goad the Security Council into imposing manda- 
tory sanctions, since next time it might oblige, with 
nobody vetoeing the resolution.” 


STAR: Media Clamp To Affect Government Credibility 
— “The writing is on the wall for the NEW NATION 
newspaper and perhaps the entire press after a full bench 
of the Rand Supreme Court this week upheld the gov- 
ernment’s right to suspend publications and install cen- 
sors in the offices of newspapers and magazines,” says a 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 11 March. “Both the suspension of publications or 
the installation of official censors in their offices would 
damage their credibility. That is bad enough—from a 
journalist’s point of view. But worse, far worse, is the 
government’s seeming inability to understand that, with- 
out credible media, no one will believe government 
statements either.” 


BUSINESS DAY Critica! of Homeland Financing — “By 
anyone’s standards the state of financing of the TBVC 
{Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, and Ciskei] coun- 
tries is outrageous,” observes Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on | 1 March in a page 8 editorial. “Even 
more outrageous is the indifference with which South 
Africans are informed about the drain on the Treasury 
presented by the homelands farce.” “If state corpora- 
tions are to be run on business principles as a precursor 
to privatisation, why should the same principle not be 
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applied to the homelands? After all, the private sector’s 
bottom line is accountability, which is precisely the 
ingredient missing from the government of the home- 
lands.” 


SOWETAN on RSA Reform Stance — Commenting on 
whether whites will accept the development of the col- 
ored township, Eersterus, near Pretoria, the page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 11 
March says “it seems to us that the government is so 
concerned about the possibility of a CP takeover of the 
municipalities that they will do anything to appease the 
voters in particularly vulnerable areas.” “Political scien- 
tists have pointed out that what the government has lost 
to the Right, they cannot hope to get back. The govern- 
ment, therefore, needs to be looking to the Left for 
support. But that will only be forthcoming if there is a 
firmer commitment to fundamental reform.” 


Blacks Separate But Not Equal — Joe Latakgomo writes 
on page 7 in the “Joe’s Burg” column on the same issue 
of the development of Eersterus, the colored township 
near Pretoria, saying “all those people who support the 
policy of separate, but equal development, suddenly 
express fears about the development of their separate but 
equal neighbours. Suddenly, they now claim that the 
value of their properties will plummet if the township 
Eersterus encroaches on them. And with the municipal 
elections coming up, and the Conservative Party making 
heavy inroads into the National Party’s traditional sup- 
port, even the Nats [NP] realise that separate is not 
equal.” 


WEEKLY MAIL: CP Unlikely To Outflank NP — 
Steven Friedman notes in the “Worm’s Eye View” 
column on page 12 in Johannesburg THE WEEKLY 
MAIL in English for 11-17 March that if the Nationalists 
“do try to preserve the status quo to ward off the 
Conservative Party, they could be making a strategic 
mistake.” Friedman points out that “‘it is still highly 
unlikely that the CP could win a general election— 
although it will make further gains.” Also, “the CP’s 
potential base is both regional and confined to a section 
of white society. It has made no real inroads in the Cape 
and Natal and draws support from groups—farmers, 
workers—whose voting power has declined since 1948.” 
“If the Nats do opt for further reform to outflank the CP, 
the version they come up with will probably not aim to 
give more space to black oreanisation; given their voters’ 
security concerns, it would probably be a more concerted 
attempt to strengthen black ‘moderates’ at the expense of 
‘militants’. But it may well prove impossible to make 
reform work without allowing greater space for black 
Organisation—space which will not exist in a political 
climate shaped by CP concerns.” 


CAPE TIMES on Government — “There are 
interesting and potentially significant moves afoot to 
sharpen opposition to an authoritarian Botha govern- 
ment which seems to have abandoned reform and is 
swinging to the right,” observes a page 6 editorial in 
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Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 9 March. “In 
Parliament, the new understanding between the PFP and 
the Labour Party could develop into an effective alliance 
of forces opposed to the Botha government.” “‘Outside 
Parliament, the new alliance of churchmen and others 
known as the ‘Committee for the Defence of Democracy’ 
is likely to enjoy considerable authority on the left and 
among unfranchised blacks whose acknowledged secular 
leaders are banned, restricted or in detention. Whether 
the new alliances will be allowed to develop a significant 
head of steam remains to be seen.” 


Criticism of Law Inequality — ‘“Hasn’t the minister of 
law and order rather badly missed the point in trying to 
explain away the government’s pussyfooting around the 
AWB, while at the same time clobbering moderate 
organisations on the left?” asks a second editorial on the 
same page. CAPE TIMES believes the legality of the 
AWB march to the Union Buildings to present a petition 
“was certainly questionable.” However, “staying within 
the law is no safeguard against being clobbered.” “It 
would seem that while all people are equal before the 
law, some are more equal than others.” 


VADERLAND Condemns RSA Outburst in UN — A 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND 
in Afrikaans on 9 March comments on South African 
ambassador to the UN’s outburst urging the world to do 
its damnedest with regard to punitive measures against 
South Africa. The editorial says “it is a false hope that 
the world cannot survive without us. The question we 
need to ask ourselves is whether we can survive without 
the world. We cannot. To simply shut doors is not the 
solution.” 


BEELD on RSA Weaponry — Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on 10 March says in a page 12 editorial “it is 
no longer a case of prohibiting countries from selling 
weapons to South Africa, but rather a case of imploring 
countries not to buy weapons from South Africa.” “If the 
UN had not been so hard on South Africa, the country 
would most probably not have armed itself so well. Now 
our defensive and offensive weaponry is an accom- 
plished fact.” The editorial also points to the country’s 
“determination to make sacrifices in an effort to pre- 
serve itself.” 


Conditions for Successful RSA Democracy — A second 
editorial on the same page remarks that there are three 
preconditions for the “successful and peaceful broaden- 
ing of democracy in South Africa. First, the countries 
abroad should realize that it is totally counterproductive 
to place South Africa in a straitjacket. Second, white 
South Africans should realize that it will not help to hide 
from reality behind schemes proven to be unworkable.” 
Third, “black South Africans should realize that they are 
in a position to shape reform by accepting the govern- 
ment’s negotiation offer. Whoever neglects his responsi- 
bility in this connection is harming everyone.” 
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BURGER Warns LP PFP Alliance — Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 9 March says in a 
page 12 editorial “it would pay Labor Party (LP) leader 
Allan Hendrickse to consider seriously his decision to 
come to an agreement with Colin Eglin’s PFP. The PFP 
is frustrated about its political impotence among the 
white voters and aims only to destroy the parliamentary 
tricameral system. They could not achieve this with the 
help of the white voters so now have turned to the 
members of the colored and Indian chambers.” “Has the 
LP forgotten that, against the wishes of the PFP, they 
entered the tricameral system with their highest priority 
being the improvement of their own people?” “Does the 
LP now want to become an instrument in the destruction 
of the existing parliamentary system?” 


Zimbabwe. 


FRG President Arrives on 6-Day Visit 
MBI101709 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The president of the FRG, Dr Richard von 
Weizsaecker, has arrived in Zimbabwe at the start of a 
6-day visit. Dr von Weizsaecker is leading a (?10-mem- 
ber) delegation which includes the federal minister of 
economic cooperation, Mr Hans Klein. The delegation 
will hold talks with their Zimbabwean counterparts over 
wide-ranging issues and will also tour a number of 


projects supported by the FRG. 


Praises Reconciliation Policy 
MB102021 Harare Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The visiting president of the FRG, Mr Richard 
von Weizsaecker, says Zimbabwe's policy of reconcilia- 
tion, which has brought racial harmony, must be a lesson 
to apartheid South Africa. Dr von Weizsaecker said the 
regime is continuing to deny human rights to the major- 
ity of people in Namibia and in South Africa. He was 
speaking at a banquet hosted in his honor by the presi- 
dent, Comrade Robert Mugabe. Dr von Weizsaecker 
said apartheid has destroyed internal consensus to main- 
tain peace, led to the destabilization of neighboring 
—. and endangered peace and stability in southern 
Africa. 


Speaking at the same occasion, Comrade Mugabe chal- 
lenged Western countries who are opposed to the impo- 
sition of economic sanctions against South Africa to 
come up with a solution to the crisis in that country. He 
noted that some Western countries are major trading 
partners of South Africa. 


Begins Talks With Mugabe 
MBI111211 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1115 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Official talks have begun between the visiting 
president of the FRG, Mr Richard von Weizsaecker, and 
the president, Comrade Robert Mugabe. The two leaders 
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held private talks which lasted more than an hour at 
State House this morning before joining their delega- 
tions for more discussions. Reports say topics to come 
up for discussion include the southern African crisis and 
economic cooperation between Zimbabwe and the FRG. 


Meanwhile, President Richard von Weizsaecker and his 
wife today visited the National Heroes Acre in Haraie. 
Mr von Weizsaecker was met at Heroes Acre by the 
president, Comrade Robert Mugabe, and the minister of 
justice and parliamentary affairs, Comrade Emmerson 
Munangagwa. The West German president inspected a 
guard of honor mounted by the Presidential Guard 
Battalion, and later visited the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. The president, Comrade Mugabe, explained the 
lives and individual contributions of the fallen heroes of 
Zimbabwean liberation struggle. 


Government Said Buying Arms From PRC, UK, USSR 
MB091212 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English 
to Zimbabwe 0430 GMT 9 Mar 88 


[Text] Despite our perilous economic situation and the 
desperate need of money to fund development projects 
to create job opportunities, this crazy and irresponsible 
government of ours continues to spend recklessly on 
arms of war. ZANU-PF has committed a further $20 
million to the purchase of weapons from Red China. 
This follows on the earlier deal to equip a squadron of 
our Air Force with a Chinese-built F-7 fighter aircraft. 


These planes were by no means the best on offer in the 
marketplace, even if there had been a need to replace our 
existing fleet of military aircraft. It seems that this 
transaction and the latest additional commitment are no 
more than a sop or reward to the People’s Republic [of 
China] for the support given to ZANLA in the liberation 
war. 


The one deal that did make some sense was the acquisi- 
tion of the BAe-146 transport aircraft. As a cover it was 
said that this plane was for the personal use of the 
president and his entourage. Its prime purpose, however, 
was to increase the capability of the AFZ [Air Force of 
Zimbabwe] transport (?squadron). The BAe-146 can 
carry 60 paratroops and can operate from tactical for- 
ward airfields as it has a short takeoff and landing 
capability. Alternatively, according to our AFZ advisers, 
it can take a cargo payload of heavy equipment, includ- 
ing vehicles and field artillery. These are mounted on 
pallets, each of which can take load of 2,720 kg. The 
aircraft can accommodate six of these pallets at a time. 
With suitable modification the BAe-146 can be 
employed on casualty evacuation with a capacity for 24 
stretcher cases. In short, it is an extremely versatile 
aircraft that will augment our existing complement of 


Dakotas and improve our resupply performance and 


troop carrying capacity in counterinsurgency operations. 
As a British manufactured aircraft there will be no 
logistics problems to face. 
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At the other end of the scale there is the most shattering 
and disgraceful news of all. Our government sources 
have confirmed that they are definitely going to buy 14 
MiG-29 fighter interceptor aircraft from the Soviet 
Union. These aircraft are now due for delivery as early as 
1989. Moreover, they are part of a package deal that 
includes air-to-air missiles, other weaponry for these 
planes, and the associated ground control, radar, and 
guidance systems. When this deal was first revealed, we 
commented in detail on the enormous cost involved, not 
only in the transaction itself, but also in the provisions of 
new military airfields and the upgrading of existing ones. 


It is a staggering and wholly unnecessary waste of money 
that our country cannot afford. There is no threat to our 
sovereignty and independence that could remotely jus- 
tify such worthless extravagance. We say again as the 
hundreds of millions of dollars involved in cash and kind 
are desperately needed for injection into our ailing 
economy and for investment in our untapped potential. 
This mad commitment will not feed one hungry belly, 
build one house, plant one square meter of land, or 
create one new job opportunity of lasting value. 
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Equally ominous is the fact that our country will be 
infested with a horde of advisers and technicians from 
the forces of the Warsaw Pact nations. Their presence 
will create untold complications. It will be a severe 
embarrassment for Mrs Thatcher's t in Brit- 
ain and will prejudice the case for the British military 
training team in Zimbabwe. 
The UK Government will almost certainly review its 
present policy on this score. There is the added factor 
that their offer of the package deal involving the Harrier 
jump-jet aircraft, complete with the associated air 
defense system, was spurned by ZANU-PF. Our sources 
confirm that it was a highly competitive deal and con- 
See See eee See Se es oe. If there had 
been a need to upgrade our Air Force at this time— 
which we strongly dispute—the British offer would have 


We take comfort from one saying, so applicable to 
ZANU-PF: Those whom the gods wish to destroy they 
first make mad. 


11 March 1988 


Benin-Cuba Commission Meeting Opens in Havana 
AB111156 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The meeting of the Benin-Cuba Permanent Joint 
Commission for Cooperation began today in Havana. 


examine several topics, especially public health, rural 
development, commerce, tourism, hotel management, 
culture, youth and sports, education, the sugar industry, 
and equipment, to mention only a few. At the end of the 
agreements of the first session of the Benin-Cuba Joint 
Commission for Cooperation, a trade agreement, and a 
technical and scientific cooperation program of the 
[worc’ indistinct] for the 1988-1989 period. 


The agreement for cooperation between our country and 
the Republic of Cuba was signed on 24 February 1978. 
Each year, a draft agreement is reached fixing the areas 
of application of this cooperation agreement. The fifth 
and latest draft agreement was signed in Cotonou on 
Saturday, 17 December 1985 at the same time as the 
agreement for the creation of the Joint Commission for 
Cooperation between our two states. 


Burkina Faso 


Compaore Speaks on Popular Front Action Program 
AB102120 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Address by Burkinabe President Blaise Compaore to the 
nation on the program of action of the Popular Front on 
10 March in Ouagadougou—recorded] 


[Text] Comrade militants and people of Burkina Faso: 
On 19 October 1987 when I addressed you to explain the 
causes and objectives of the rectification process, | 
informed you about the commitment made by the Pop- 
ular Front to present, as soon as possible, a program of 
action drawn up after taking stock of the first 4 years of 
the revolution. This review, which ended about 2 
months ago, is a national achievement which will go 
down in the history of our people as the establishment 
and the strengthening of popular democracy. 


Today, it is with great satisfaction that I announce the 
adoption by the coordination committee of the Popular 
Front of the statutes and program of action of the 
Popular Front. These two fundamental documents, 
whose importance cannot be overemphasized, will be 
made known to you and to all our friends as early as 
tommorrow morning in the pages of our state daily 


task of politcal leadership of our revolution. The arm of 


Concerning the unity of the people, as I stated on 31 
December 1987, it should be brough 


ae Se ae ae ae ie a 
people. If we want the Popular Front to respond to our 
expectations, and [words indistinct] it should accept 
extensive debate, but it should be intransigent on mat- 
— izational principles without which democ- 

cannot survive. The statutes of the Popular 
Peat euedy Gin eaasetiey teh tareenn Go aanmlt 
and the grassroot [words indistinct] at the national, 
provincial, and departmental levels. These bodies will 
enable militants to express their views on national issues 
and to participate in implementation of the assigned 
tasks. 


The publication of th:se statutes is an answerto the 
concerns expressed dui ing the national debate in Janu- 
ary on the need for openness on the part of the leadership 
of the revolution. These concerns are reasonable, as 
openness makes political life healthy and more accessi- 
ble to the popular masses. As for the program of action, 
it is largely the outcome of the conclusions of the critical 
review of the first 4 years of our revolution and it is 
(7basedi) on the 2 October 1983 Political Orientation 
Speech. Under the program of action, the Popular Front 
will work, through the actions mapped out, toward the 
achievement of the objectives contained in the Political 
Orientation Speech, by better mobilizing the available 
forces. In the political field, the fundamental objective of 
the program is to build a state of popular 

where power is held by the people and for the people. 


Therefore, it will enable us to reorganize the people by 
taking into accovst their various components [words 
indistinct] and to defend everybody's interests by work- 
ing within an organizational framework. The building of 
a sta. of popular democracy makes it imperative for us 
to pursue [words indistinct] of a conception of the 
neocolonial state apparatus, and that is why, whether in 
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the areas of justice, army, or administration, the revolu- 
tionary changes undertaken in the aftermath of the 4 
August 1983 Revolution will be continued and intensi- 
fied. Laxism, corruption, and laziness will be strongly 
fought by the revolutionary state in order to achieve, first 
and foremost, a sound and competent administration 
that will be devoted to the cause of the people. 


In the economic field, the program of action is aimed at 


private sectors, which will have to respect our economic 
choices, including the rights of workers, because with 
limited resources, the state alone cannot pretend to do 
anything [words indistinct] the important needs in 
investments, management, and work. 


masses. These social problems are 


C i our culture, we will work toward the estab- 
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Comrade militants, people of Burkina Faso, our future 
depends on our (?will) and essentially on ourselves. 
[words indistinct] poor, and it is true that we face 
problems of the advancing desert, insuificient rains, and 
industries that are almost nonexistent, but we are revo- 
lutionaries, that is, men and women who refuse to accept 
fate but who engage in actions to bring about a qualita- 
tive change in their living conditions. And this is why we 
must consider the enormous resources that we have— 
millions of hectares of arable land and the mineral 
reserves that have not yet been exploited. In this world 
there are countries as poor as ours and with worse 
climatic conditions than ours that have been able to 
acquire incalculable wealth by fully exploiting their 
human resources. 


The program of action of the Popular Front calls on us 
all to work hard so that we can transform our environ- 
ment and our society. That is why I immediately call on 
all militants, all neads of ministerial departments, and all 
businessmen, to set to work to draw up a practical [word 
indistinct] for the implementation of this program. For- 
ward with the implementation of the program of action! 
Our mobil‘zation behind the Popular Front will ensure 
our success! Fatherland or death, we will win! 


Compaore Receives King Fahd Message 
AB101410 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The head of state, Captain Blaise Compaore,re- 
ceived in audience this morning a special envoy from 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia. His Excellency Muhammad 
ibn Jubayr, minister of state and member of the Saudi 
Arabian Council of Ministers, brought to Captain Com- 
paore a message from his Saudi counterpart. According 
to the special envoy, this message is connected with the 
strengthening of the friendship and cooperation between 
the two peoples, the two states, and the two govern- 
ments. His Excellency Ibn Jubayr stated that coopera- 
apy oy Saudi Arabia and Burkina will be pursued 
in 


Cameroon 


Biya Receives French Prime Minister's Envoy 
AB101842 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 10 Mar 88 


SS ee 
minister, Jacques Foccart, was received in audience 
today by President Paul Biya. Mr Foccart told reporters 
he was bearer of a goodwill message from the French 
prime minister to the Cameroonian head of state. He 
said issues discussed with President Paul Biya dealt with 
— relations and the difficult financial situation in 


Cape Ve7de Islands 


Mozambican Prime Minister Arrives 10 March 
AB101518 Paris AFP in French 1344 GMT 10 Mar 88 


{Text} Praia, 10 Mar (AFP)—The prime minister of 
Mozambique, Mr Mario Machungo, arrived in Cape 
Verde today for a 3-day official visit during which he will 
hold discussions with the Cape Verdian prime minister, 


March], the Moza:nbican prime minister will visit Cape 
; om Santiago Island (where Praia is 
located). He will iold a press conference after signing a 
communique () is visit. 


ments, vehicle spare parts, and tools for JSS [junior 
secondary schools) manufactured by workers of the 
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Program] II telecommunications program. This program 
has now been developed into a proposed second World 
Bank assisted telecommunications expansion project 
due to be launched soon. He gave details of the compo- 
nents of this project. 


[Begin Donkor recording] Other important components 
of the proposed project are the ongoing international 
telephone [words indistinct] expected to be completed by 
early next year and the Kuntunse earth satellite station 
rehabilitation project which is also ongoing and is 
expected to be completed by the first quarter of 1989. 
[end recording} 


The chief mechanical engineer of the P&T Corporation, 
Lieutenant Colonel S.A. Osei, also announced that the 
corporation will soon introduce a card telephone system 
to replace the coin system. The coin system, which is old- 
fashioned, entails the slotting of coins into public tele- 
phone machines located at vantage points in the city. 
This system, according to Lt Col Osei, is a prey to 
vandalism. 


US., UK Veto Use at UN Criticized 
AB101617 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Kenneth Y. Yamson commentary] 


[Text] Once again, the United States and Britain have 
demonstrated that nothing South Africa does will ever 
make them take those measures that can topple the evil 
apartheid system. This is evident by the latest use of the 
veto by the countries at the UN Security Council where 
new selective mandatory sanctions agains: the Botha 
regime were called for by the African delegates. A si milar 
resolution last year was vetoed by the two countries with 
the excuse that sanctions were counterproductive. No 
wonder African delegates at the UN could not hide their 
feelings as they expressed bitter disappointment at this 
latest abuse of the veto power. The majority of UN 
member-states and Africa in particular have been look- 
ing forward to the time the UN will feel uninhibited by 
the self-interest of those wielding the power of the veto 
and be able to deliberate and implement actions that will 
bring the speedy end of apartheid. 


Since 1952, when the question of apartheid was included 
on the agenda of the UN General Assembly, numerous 
resolutions have been without success. These range from 
the release of political prisoners to the unbanning of the 
ANC. Others are mandatory sanctions against South 
Africa, disinvestment of transnational corporations, and 
the withdrawal of South African troops from Angola. 
These resolutions have largely been ineffective because 
of the support South Africa has enjoyed, mainly from the 
U.S., Britain, and West Germany. 


The use of the veto in blocking actions designed to 


eo ent ont Ee oo 
generally made aggrieved parties more unresponsive to 
world opinion. Ever. though it is Lnown that attempts 
have been made in the past at the UN to get the use of the 
veto reviewed without success, it is hoped that fresh 
attempts wi!! de made. 

Guinea 


PRC Trade Union Delegation Arrives 10 March 
AB110630 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 10 Mar 8&8 


[Text] A delegation of the All-China Federation of Trade 
Unions arrived in Conakry this The 


[words indistinct] presidency of the National Commis- 
sion of Working Women of Guinea. 


Soviet Union Granted Mining Research Permit 
ABI 10910 Paris AFP in French 1819 GMT 10 Feb 88 


[Text] Conakry, 10 Mar (AFP)—It has been officially 
announced that Guinea has granted the USSR a permit 


Arrives 
in French 


USSR Medical Unica 
AB1 10936 Conakry Domestic 
0645 GMT 11 Mar 88 


ext] A delegation of the Moscow Medical Workers 


~TV Agreement Signed With USSR 
!707 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1/500 GMT 10 Mar 88 
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State Committee for Television and Radio i 
The ceremony was jointly presided over by the minister 
of information and telecom.cunications, Mrs Gakou 
Fatou Niang, and the Soviet ambassador to hiali, Alek- 
sandr Trofimov. [passage omitted] 


This protocol on cooperatiot. in the area of radio broad- 
casting and television testifies to the strong and diversi- 
fied reiations between the two news services. In his 
address on the occasion, the Soviet ambassador, His 
Excellency Aleksandr Trofimov, affirmed that in accor- 
dance with the cultural cooperation agreement signed 
between Mali and the USSR on 19 March 1961, this 
protocol agreement provides for cooperation in all sec- 
tors of television and radio broadcasting, in respect of 
the friendship and mutual understanding between the 
‘rM and the Soviet State Committee for Television and 
Radio Under the agreement, the RTM ana 
the [word indistinct] radio of the USSR will exchange 
films, television programs, radio programs, and materi- 
als. There will also be an exchange of experiences and 
staff between Malians and Soviets. [passage omitted] 


Niger 


Saibou Defense Minister, Others 
ABI101227 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] The chairman of the Supreme Military Council 
[CMS] and head of state has just signed a decree amend- 
ing CMS Decree No. 87/167 on a Cabinet reshuffle. 
Decree 87/167-CMS of 20 November 1987 on a Cabinet 
reshuffle is amended as follows: 


Minister Delegate for Defense: Lieutenant Colonel 


By another decree, the head of state has appointed 
Lieutenant Colonel Toumba Boubacar as chief of general 
staff of the National Armed Forces [FAN] in charge of 
assistance to the population. 


By a third decree on the appointment of the prefects, 
Lieutenant Colonel Amadou Seyni Maiga, FAN officer, 
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Captain Ilias Almahadi, FAN officer, has heen 
appointed Tahoua prefect in replacement of Lieutenant 
Colonel Tanja Memadou, who has been reassigned. 


Captain Mahamadou Ousseyni, FAN officer, has been 
appointed Dosso prefect in replacement of Lieutenant 
Colonel Dandi Abarchi, who has been reassigned. 


Captain Torda Halikoye, FAN officer, has been 
appointed Maradi prefect in replacement of Lieutenant 
Colonel Amadou Seyni Maiga, who has been reassigned. 
The present decree supersedes any previous provisions 
contrary to the decree. 


Nigeria 


FRG President Weizsaecker Ends Visit 
AB101238 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 10 Mar 88 
t, Dr Richard von 


[Text] The West German presiden 
Weizsaecker, left Abuja today at the end of his 6-day 
visit to Nigeria. He was seen off by President Ibrahim 
Babangida; the chief of Air Staff, Air Vice Marshal 
Ibrahim Alfa; the minister of Abuja, Air Commodore 
Hamsa Abdulahi; and some other dignitaries. The West 
German minister of economic cooperation, Mr Hans 
Klein, told a radio Nigeria correspondent before the 
team left for Harare, Zimbabwe, that the visit had 
enabled the West German leader to appreciate the prob- 
lems and the aspirations of Nigeria. 


Mr Klein described the reception accorded Dr Weiz- 
saecker and his entourage as impressive. He expressed 
confidence that the visit would foster the ties between 
Nigeria and West Germany. 


Meanwhile, President Babangida is back in Lagos to 
preside over the Council of State meeting. 


Communique Condemns Apartheid 
AB102222 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] Nigeria and West Germany have jointly con- 
demned the apartheid policy of the racist regime in 
South Africa. The condemnation is contained in a com- 
munique issued by both countries today on the outcome 
of the 6-day official visit of President Richard von 
Weizsaecker of West Germany to Nigeria. At the talks 
held between President Ibrahim Babangida and the West 
German president, the two leaders unequivocally con- 
demned the apartheid regime, saying that a reconcilia- 
tion was impossible and that apartheid should be 


They also discussed areas in which West German entre- 
preneurship and funds were required in Nigeria’s devel- 
opment program. These include [words indistinct] 
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investments in the manufacturing sector, supply of 
plants, equipment, and spares to the steel and commu- 
nications sectors. Others are cooperation in the field of 
science and technology. 


Debt Terms ‘Harsh’ 
AB110938 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The NATIONAL CONCORD writes on the 
recent debt rescheduling granted to Nigeria by West 
Germany and, using that as a basis, the paper says such 
a concession cannot address what it calls the critical 
dimensions of the debt problem. The paper is particu- 
larly vexed by the harsh repayment terms which, it says, 
constitute substantial threat to economic growth of 
developing countries. The CONCORD remarks that the 
persistence of the debt situation is not in the interest of 
world trade. The paper to debtor nations to 
form what it describes as debtors’ club which will serve 
as acommon front to negotiate with international credit 
institutions and explore the possibility of reviewing the 
existing terms of repayment. 


Papers Support Frontline Military Presence 
AB101127 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The REPUBLIC and the NATIONAL CON- 
CORD take particular interest in Nigeria’s posture on 
South Africa and the Frontline States. The REPUBLIC 
discusses Nigeria’s pledge to assist Frontline States to 
train their troops and it reasons that such a promise is 
significant and comes at a time Pretoria seems to be 
reveling in its military superiority. The paper says this 
posture is (?best informed) by the incessant and one- 
sided incursions ~f racist south African troops into 
Frontline States. The REPUBLIC is convinced that a 
training assistance will lessen the burden on the states, as 
well as balance the military equilibrium which is pres- 
ently being sustained by Cuban troops. It, therefore, 
recommends the gesture to other African states. 


The CONCORD focuses on Nigeria’s stand not to send 
troops to the area, at least, for now, and the paper 
describes this restriction as a painful one. It hopes that 
the limitation will not be over stretched. However, the 
CONCORD does not want the controversial position 
taken by a one-time external affairs minister, Dr Jaja 
Nwachukwu, to be an issue at all. The paper says no 
country will contemplate talking to a set of people who 
are impervious to reason. 
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Central Bank Reports on Assets 
AB111145 Dakar PANA in English 1049 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Lagos, 11 March (NAN/PANA)}—Nigeria’s total 
external reserves stood at 1.16 billion U.S. dollars by the 
end of 1987, the Central Bank of Nigeria said in a report. 
The report said solid gold assets stood at about 4.75 
million dollars while other assets in the balance sheet 
include Federal Government securities worth 4.53 mil- 
lion dollars, rediscount and advances of about 657 
million dollars as well as exchange difference on prom- 
issory notes of 2.6 billion dollars. 


The trade debt promissory notes in December were 3.42 
billion dollars while external loans stood at 350 million 
dollars. Currency in circulation in December was :.71 
billion dollars and deposits amounted to 3.55 billion 
dollars, according to the report. It said total assets and 
liabilities at the end of 1987 were valued at 10.33 billion 
dollars each. 


Senegal 


Diouf Requests Prolonged State of 
AB111130 Paris AFP in French 1100 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Dakar, 11 Mar (A President 
Abdou Diouf today asked the National Assembly to 
prolong the state of emergency imposed in Dakar Region 


WEST AFRICA 


in the wake of the violent incidents that occurred the day 
after the presidential and legislative elections on 28 
February. In a letter to the National Assembly, the head 
of state, who has not set a date for the end of the state of 
emergency, stresses that “the situation in Dakar Region 
requires that the emergency measure be maintained.” 


According to the Senegalese Constitution, a state of 
emergency is decreed for a 12-day period, which would 
end today, and it is then incumbent upon the members 
of parliament to decide on its prolongation. The 
National Assembly, where the ruling Socialist Party has 
an overwhelming majority (111 out of 120 seats), is 
expected to approve the government's proposal late this 
morning. 


Fall Departs for Independence Fete in Gabon 
AB101327 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 10 Mar 88 


[Text] Foreign Minister Ibrahim Fall left Dakar today for 
Libreville, where he will represent President Abdou Diouf, 
in his capacity as the secretary general of the Socialist Party, 
at the festivities marking the 20th anniversary of the cre- 
ation of the Gabonese Democratic Party which will be 
celebrated on Saturday, 12 March, 1988. 
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